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IMPORTANT DATES IN THE FUTURE: 
 

SUN, APR 13: PALM SUNDAY, 10:30 AM 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APR 17: LOVE FEAST, 6 PM 

GOOD FRIDAY, APR 18: CROSSWALK, BEFORE NOON  

  TENEBRAE SERVICE, 6 PM 

EASTER SUNDAY, APR 20: SUNRISE SERVICE, MOSAIC PARK 

  CHURCH WORSHIP, 10:30 AM 

Witnessing to Christ empowered by the Spirit in Bartow & beyond 

www.firstumcbartow.com 

BE IN PRAYER FORé 
 

Safe travels for everyone 

Our brothers and sisters in Haiti 

Those dealing with the aftermath of the fires 

Did you know we have Facebook and YouTube pages as well as an Instagram feed?  
Share with your friends as you ñFollowò us and watch services at First United Methodist Church Bartow, Fl 
on Facebook and First Methodist Bartow on YouTube, and follow us on Instagram at firstumcbartow . 

Missy Turbeville . .  . . . . . . . . ..Pastor 
Sandi Walters . . . . . . . . . . . . Administrative Assistant 

Sylvia Spencer . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pianist/Accompanist & 
     Choir Director  

Will Alderman . . . . . . . . . . . . Audio/Visual Technician 
Ernesto Fonseca  . . . . . . . . . . Sanctuary/Annex Custodian 

 

...And the greatest of these is love.  
                   -1 Corinthians 13:13b 

 
Itôs here! February. The loooove month. Suddenly in the midst of winter, which admittedly in other places is 
much more dreary and cold than Florida, the stores all take a break from selling black gloves and hot coffee 
to sell pink mittens and hot chocolate. Of course, itôs not all about romantic love anymore. Now we have 
Galentineôs Day when women go out to dinner with their friends. And we might even say that Super Bowl 
Sunday is a male equivalent ;) 
 

Some of us embrace these days and outlooks with enthusiasm and others of us mutter under our breaths 
about Hallmark holidays and whisper that our relationships should be nurtured every day of the year. Whether 
pro-Hallmark or not, romantic love and friendship are both wonderful and important. Yet they pale in          
comparison to the love that Jesus teaches and Paul shares about. Agape (pronounced uh-gah-pay), is the 
unconditional love of God that Jesus embodies. This love is a love that all other loves are grounded in when 
they are at their best. 
 

The love of God that Paul so beautifully writes about in 1 Corinthians 13 is the same love that Jesus talks 
about when he says love your enemies in Luke 5. It is the love for the welfare of others that says feed the 
hungry, clothe naked, visit the sick, and welcome the stranger as in Matthew 25: 31-46.  It is the love that is 
patient with a child who has lost their other sneaker for the 50th time and now everyone is going to be late for 
school. It is the love that refrains from saying, ñI told you soò to a spouse when the thing they so wanted to do 
and you warned them about turns out badly. It is the love that does not live out an eye for an eye or tooth for 
tooth, but also doesnôt stand by to take more mistreatment. It is the love that helps us stick by a friend when 
they are going through a tough patch and being around them is difficult. It is the love that helps pick up debris 
in the yard of the person whose yard signs cause us anger.  
 

Agape love is a difficult love to live out for two main reasons. 
 

One, it takes practice. Practicing is not always fun.  When we donôt get stuff right, 
sometimes we want to give up and take the easy wayé the way that gives us the 
feeling of superiority that comes with saying, ñI told you soò; letting out our frustrations 
with a slamming door or raised voice; or ghosting a friend. 
 

Two, it takes discipline. Spiritual disciplines. The only way we can love the way Jesus 
loves is to grow ourselves in that love.  By talking to God in prayer; through Bible 
study; spending time together with other Christians in worship, fellowship, and small 
groups; caring for others through outreach; responding to God with generosity; and 
even fasting (we will talk more about that when we get closer to Lent). 
 

The love of God in Christ is a free gift, but it is a gift that must be opened. It is a gift 
that needs to be handled and used, and the instruction manual read if we are really 
going to get everything, the most, out of it. 
 

Isnôt that what we want? Donôt we aspire to the loving, forgiving, nonjudgmental,    
empowered, free, and joyous life that is the gift of Jesus in our hearts?  Otherwise, 
what we say is the love of God in Christ in our lives is really just words, maybe in a 
Hallmark card turned into a symbol we wear around our neck way, but just a noisy 
gong that signifies nothing. It wonôt be real.  It wonôt be life-changing.  I want the      
life-changing, world-changing type of love.  What about you?  Letôs open and use that 
gift together! 
 

    with love & joy in Christ, 
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CHOIR NOTES   by Sylvia Spencer, Choir Director 

Choir practice 
is not always  

about  
practiceé. 

It is also about 
massacring  

innocent cakes! 
 

...It is fun and 
celebrating life 

together! 
 

Happy  
Birthday  

 

ñChoir Notesò 
 

 

6 years ago I was battling  
canceré  
every 3 weeks I had chemo-
therapy that lasted the entire 
day.  After my first round I be-

came very sick with a ruptured  appendix and 
spent 13 days in the hospital.  
 

Now for the good stuffé 
 

I never said ñwhy is this happening to me?  
I know who hold tomorrow, and I know who 
holds my hand today. I praise GOD for the won-
derful peace HE gives me, while I was walking the 
valley of the shadow of death. I knew it was just a 
shadow because the reality of the  
living CHRIST is with me and His joy is my 
strength! 
 
Because of HIM,  
 
Sylvia 

 

A Plaque hanging on the hospital wall put it 
wellΧ 
 
 

Cancer is so limitedé 
It cannot cripple loveé 
It cannot shatter hopeé 
It cannot corrode Faithé  
destroy peaceé  
or kill friendships.  
It cannot suppress memories or  
  silence courageé 
or invade the soul  
It cannot steal eternal lifeé 
It cannot conquer the spirité 

 

ǹ -ėĦúđį÷úÎđĩ 
 
ǹǻ đâ đėŐ į÷æĩæ į÷Ħææ
ĦæĐÎúđɌ ñÎúį÷ɋ ÷ėģæ Îđâ
ċėŏæɊ ,Ĳį į÷æ òĦæÎįæĩį ėñ
į÷æĩæ úĩ ċėŏæɊ 
 
ǹǻ }÷ėĲò÷ J ĩģæÎĉ Őúį÷
į÷æ įėđòĲæĩ ėñ Đæđ
Îđâ ėñ Îđòæċĩɋ Îđâ ÷Îŏæ
đėį Ü÷ÎĦúįŖɋ J ÎĐ Ûæɬ
ÜėĐæ Îĩ ĩėĲđâúđò
ÛĦÎĩĩɋ ėĦ Î įúđĉċúđò
ÜŖĐÛÎċɊ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

    
 
 
 

 1 
 

2 
 

 *10:30 am:  Worship  & 
Communion 
 

Noon: Lunch Bunch 
Charm City 
 
 

3 
 

FMS Chapels 
 
11:30 Womenôs 
Bible Study   
 
 
 

4 
 

8:30 am: Breakfast & 
Devo, Broadway Diner 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30 pm: Choir 

5 
                     

 
 
 
 
4 pm Grief Group 

 
6 pm Wed Night Dinner 
 

6:45 pm: Bible Study  

6 
 
 
 
 
3-5 pm: Youth 

7 8 
 

9  
 

*10:30 am:  Worship  
 

Final Day of Souper Bowl 
Challenge  

10 
 

Chapels 

11 
 

8:30 am: Breakfast & 
Devo, Broadway Diner 
 
12 pm Golden Girls 
Elsa Huffôs House 
*Please note watch 
your bulletin for final 
time should it change. 
 

5:30 pm: Choir 

12 
 
 
 
 
4 pm Grief Group 

 
6 pm Wed Night Dinner 
 

6:45 pm: Bible Study  

13 
 
 
 
 
3-5 pm: Youth 

14 
Valentines Day. 
FMS Walk A Thon 
9-11 am 

15 
 

16   
 

*10:30 am:  Worship 
 
Devotions for Church 
Lenten Booklet DUE 
 
 

17 
 

Chapels 
 

18 
 

8:30 am: Breakfast & 
Devo, Broadway Diner 
 
12 pm Church Council 
Reports are due 
 
 
5:30 pm: Choir 

19 
 
 
 
 
4 pm Grief Group 

 
6 pm Wed Night Dinner 
 

6:45 pm: Bible Study  

20 
 
 
 
 
3-5 pm: Youth 
 
6 pm FMS Program 

21 
 

22 

23 
 

*10:30 am:  Worship 
 
 

24 
 

Chapels 
 

 
 
 
5:30 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

25 
 

8:30 am: Breakfast & 
Devo, Broadway Diner 
 
 
 
 

5:30 pm: Choir 

26 
 
 
 
 
4 pm Grief Group 

 
6 pm Wed Night Dinner 
 

6:45 pm: Bible Study  

27 
 
 
 
 
3-5 pm: Youth 

28  

       
* in the Sanctuary, on Facebook, and by Monday on YouTube 

FEBRUARY  

 2025 
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Donôt Forget! The Newsletter is available in a  
variety of ways!  Printed copies are on the table in 
the back of the Sanctuary and in the Church  

Office in the Education Building.   
 

It can be found in digital format in the EMAIL the 
church sends out with it attached each month AND 

the website: firstumcbartow.com.   
 

If you wish to receive a newsletter by mail, please 
contact the church office at 

firstumcbartow@aol.com or 863-533-0904.  
 

Thank you! 

PLEASE NOTE 

Information for the February newsletter should be  

submitted by Saturday, February 15th. 
 

Thank You for helping us send out the Newsletter in a 

timely manner. 
 

The Newsletter is published monthly by FUMC-Bartow 

455 S Broadway Ave, Bartow, FL 33830. 

 

Large print bulletins can easily be made! 
Contact the church office 
if you would prefer a  

 

LARGE PRINT BULLETIN! 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF BARTOW Please remember these in your prayers, visits,   

and other expressions of Christian love. 

The Chronically Ill and Homebound 
Aliceï 3 y/. health 

Diane A 
Amanda B 
Susan B 
Jonathon B 
Brianï safety 
Daphneï healing 

Shawn F 
Karel H 
Brandon H 
Melody H 
Pat H 
Kristinï BJôs d-i-l, healing 

Allye M 
Dorrance Mï healing 

Kathy Mï healing 

Carolyn P 
Heath P healing 

Mary Beth P 

Steve R 
Nadine R 
Brenda R 
Lynn S 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

 1ðLoren Hartsaw 
 4ðLindsay Chance 
 5ðElsa Huff 
 6ðTrish Pfeiffer 
11ðJenny Brooks 
15-Chris Brooks 
16ðBruce Albritton 
19ï Beverly Albritton 

22ðDich Thompson 
23ðLaura Roth 
24ï Killin Van Hook 
26ï Jennifer Hartsaw 
  Justin Clements 
  

SYMPATHY and MEMORIAL GIFTS 
 

 

RļřşŬŋħǆ ņŋŅǤ Ɖħǟ ņŋƈļǋ ŅşǛד 
 

 

RǛב ᴩ RŬǟב yŬŋņŉǤ 

 

*ǹ 

lŋǊ ħŚƨ RħŬĳŋƘ *ŬşşǄ 

Serving in the Military:   

Jeremy B, Victor O, Joseph S, Bryson T 
 

Missionaries and Others:   

Pioneer Missions, Indonesia: Christian, Dawn & 

Joshua William; Sister Church:  Iglesia Metodista 

de Santa Cruz del Sur, Cuba; Missionaries in An-

gola: Leo & Cleivy Garcia, Kutela Katembo, 

Serguey and Graciela Espinosa; Iglesia Evangelica 

Metodista Argentina: UMC Missionary Doug Wil-

liams and FMEC Mendoza Pastor Pablo; Our Pas-

tor, Church, and School Staff; District Supt. Emily 

Hotho, and our Bishop Tom Berlin 

BJ S 
Sadieï 6 y/o healing 
Louise T 
Jean & Dick T 
Linda Vï healing 

Kathy & Greg W 
Patricia W 
John Z family 
 

-Leaders everywhere to do Godôs 
will 
 

-Everyone affected by sickness, 
repressive governments, gun vio-
lence, and natural & human caused 
disasters 
 

-Also on our hearts: 
  Our Nation, Ukraine, Haiti 
  Israel/Hamas War, Sudan 
  Santa Cruz Church 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

1ðJustin & Talesha Clements 
12ðPat & Elsa Huff 
24ðBill l& Jan Meyer 
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Life together in the Body of Christ 

Itôs Back!   
 

The First UMC Bartow Lenten Devotions Booklet! 
 

Some of you may remember that we produced our own Lenten Book of Devotions in 
2023.  We thought we would do it again in 2025! 
 

Anyone is welcome to submit a reflection on what Lent means to you.  In 2023, some of 
you shared a story,.  Some commented on a scripture or a hymn.  Some wrote a poem or 
shared about a Spiritual Discipline that was meaningful to you in your Lenten journey.  All 
thoughtful reflections are welcome! 
 

Each submission should be approximately 200 words (or take up 1/4 of a page).  We will 
do our best to keep exactly what you share, but we might have to edit for some reason.  
Any major edits, (for space, etc.) we will contact you! 
 

Last time we did this, your devotions were astounding.  This church family is filled with 
people of profound faith who share of themselves in creative and surprising ways. 
 

If you have more than one thought you want to share, please do!  We will do our best to 
include it.  Submissions are due by Sun, Feb. 16.  Feel free to turn yours in early! 
 
Please email your devotion to the church office at:  firstumcbartow@aol.com.  
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Missy.  THANK YOU!   
We canôt wait to see the gorgeous things our creative God stirs you to share! 

 
Residing Hope 

 
Jasmine Valentineôs Story 

She came to us about a year ago with this misconception of love, after being removed from 
her home because of abuse. She blamed herself for the situation at home, even for her father 
leaving when she was very young. This resulted in feelings of low self-worth for Jasmin that 
showed in her failing grades and inability to make friends. When the teaching parent in her 
cottage spoke to her recently about Valentineôs Day, she said that in the psat, she only re-
ceived as few gifts or cards in the past. This led to her feeling even less loved ñ I never looked 
forward to Valentineôs day,ò she told her teaching parent. ñIt only reminds me of how many 
friends I didnôt have.ò  Through your generous support Jasmin received the therapy she 
needed and came to understand the true love God intended for her. Now her grades are 
greatly improved and she is actually looking forward to Valentineôs Day, partly because she 
has a lot of new friends. More importantly, Jasmine feels safe and loved for the first time in 
her life by God and those around her.  
First United Methodist Church of Bartow gave a total of $2,565.00 last year 2024. This year 
our 5th Sundays are:   

March 30, 2025, June 29, 2025,  August 31, 2025, November 30, 2025  
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Have a ñThank youò Grace Note you want to share? Email the church office at firstumcbartow@aol.com  

From the Bereavement Committee:  
 

Special thanks from the Bereavement  
Committee to all of those who supported 
the Wright Family by helping to set up 
the luncheon, bringing in food, and/or 
cleaning up afterward. We simply can-
not do it without your loving help.  
 

A very, very special thanks to David B. 
for all that he willingly does to help in 
and around the church.  

A very special thank you and word of  
appreciation to the ladies who have 
helped with bringing moments to 
our children that are alive in Christ  
and share the Good News in      
Childrenõs Moment and Childrenõs 
Church.  

Allye M.  
BJ S.  

Betty F.  
Bonnie A.  

Elsa H.  
Ina O.  

LeeAnne L  
Pastor Missy  

Valerie C.  
 

You bring inspiration and light to all 
of our lives. Thank you for giving so 

freely of yourself and time.  Thank you all for the beautiful    

perfect memorial for mom. I know 

she would have been smiling at     

everything (Dad too).   
 

I love FUMC and always have and   

always will. The day was special. 

The whole church family helped 

make that happen. That means so 

much to me.  
 

Thank you again.  

-Ted   

A HUGE THANK YOU to  

Barbara H  

for her beautiful and  oh - so- tasty 

cakes and so much more!  

 

Barbara, you give of yourself in so 

many ways.  Thank you for feeding 

us gorgeous things, leading us to 

serve in new ways, and showing us 

how to care for others across the 

street and around the world!  

 

- Your grateful Church Family  

AND REACHING FURTHER OUT...   
Ways we are the body of Christ  to the ends of the ear th!  
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Our hearts are with Haiti 
 

As some of you know our own church family has been touched by the violence in Haiti.  
 

We have been able to help in some ways, but until there is peace what we can do feels like 
very little in light of need we know exists.  We continue to support our friends and families in 
the ways we can. Of course, the most important thing we can do (and the first place we 
start) is prayer. 
 
Please continue to pray for the country of Haiti and for the peace of God to be welcomed by 
all the factions there. 

тт¹ËC¾¾Ë т[C oÆ[т^w^Æ^ Æ^ÞCЏттĝĽƠġżƀġтŗġĝĽėüőтĵżŠƍŹтŠĴт
ĺġüőƈĺтŹżŠĴġƀƀĽŠřüőƀтüƈтƈĺġт¹ƍġƀƀƍüт[ŠƀŹĽƈüőЎтĽřėőƍĝĽřĵтőŠėüőƀт
üřĝтŗĽƀƀĽŠřüżƧтĝŠėƈŠżƀтoġŠтüřĝт9őġĽƠƧтVüżėĽüЎтƀƈżĽƠġтƈŠтĽŗŹżŠƠġт
ĖŠƈĺтƈĺġтŻƍüőĽƈƧтüřĝтüėėġƀƀĽĖĽőĽƈƧтŠĴтĺġüőƈĺтėüżġтüėżŠƀƀтƈĺĽƀт тттт
ĝĽƀüĝƠüřƈüĵġĝтėŠŗŗƍřĽƈƧЍт ƈтüтƈĽŗġтơĺġřтĝżƍĵтƀĺŠżƈüĵġƀтüżġт
ėżĽŹŹőĽřĵт řĵŠőüзƀтĺġüőƈĺтƀġżƠĽėġЎтƈĺġтUőŠżĽĝüт9ŠřĴġżġřėġтĺüƀт
ĖġġřтŹżŠƠĽĝĽřĵтŗġĝĽėĽřġƀтüřĝтŗġĝĽėüőтƀƍŹŹőĽġƀтƈŠтƈĺġтĺŠƀŹĽƈüőЍт
ÆĺġƀġтŗġĝĽėĽřġƀтüżġтŠĴĴġżġĝтüƈтřŠтėŠƀƈтƈŠтƈĺġтėŠŗŗƍřĽƈƧЍ 

řт^ŗüĵĽřġтwŠтuüőüżĽüтО^wuПтŹżŠĵżüŗтĽƀтüőƀŠтĖġĽřĵтĽŗŹőġŗġřƈġĝтĽřт¹ƍġƀƀƍüЍт
ÆĺżŠƍĵĺтƈĺĽƀтĽřĽƈĽüƈĽƠġЎтĽřƀġėƈĽėĽĝġ-ƈżġüƈġĝтřġƈƀтĺüƠġтĖġġřтĝĽƀƈżĽĖƍƈġĝтĽřтƈĺġттт тттт

ėŠŗŗƍřĽƈƧЍтoŠėüőтƠŠőƍřƈġġżƀтĺüƠġтĖġġřтƈżüĽřġĝт
ƈŠтżüĽƀġтüơüżġřġƀƀтüřĝтŹżŠƠĽĝġтġĝƍėüƈĽŠřтŠřтƈĺġт
ŹżġƠġřƈĽŠřтŠĴтŗüőüżĽüтơĺĽőġтƈĺġтĺŠƀŹĽƈüőт  ттттт
üĝĝżġƀƀġƀтĝĽüĵřŠƀĽƀтüřĝтƈżġüƈŗġřƈЍ 

¹ËC¾¾Ë т Vº^9ËoÆËºCЏттßĺĽőġтƈĺġтżġĖƍĽőĝĽřĵт
ŠĴтƈĺġтơüż-ƈŠżřт¹ƍġƀƀƍüт
uġƈĺŠĝĽƀƈтuĽƀƀĽŠřтĽřт
řĵŠőüтĽƀтėŠŗŹőġƈġЎтттттт

żġƀƈŠżĽřĵтƀġőĴ-ƀƍƀƈüĽřüĖőġтėŠŗŗƍřĽƈƧтŹżüėƈĽėġƀтĽƀтüřтŠř-
ĵŠĽřĵтġĴĴŠżƈтŠĴтŗüřƧЍтĵżĽėƍőƈƍżüőтŗĽƀƀĽŠřüżƧтmƍƈġőüтттт
müƈġŗĖŠтŗġġƈƀтżġĵƍőüżőƧтơĽƈĺтƠĽőőüĵġżƀтĴŠżтƈżüĽřĽřĵЎтüƀтơġőőт
üƀтƈĺġтĝĽƀƈżĽĖƍƈĽŠřтŠĴтƀġġĝƀтƈŠтŹőüřƈЍт·ƍżėĺüƀĽřĵтĖŠƈĺтƀġġĝƀт
üřĝтƈŠŠőƀтėüřтĖġтüтėĺüőőġřĵġтĴŠżтėüƀĺ-ƀƈżüŹŹġĝтƠĽőőüĵġżƀЍ 

Our friends in East Angola have been busy! 

Doctors Leo and Cleivy Garcia 
are two of our missionaries! 



REACHING OUT...   

Ways we are the body of Christ  in the world through Mission Outreach Evangelism!  
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News from Mendoza and Tucuman! 
 

While our friends 
down south have 
been sweating 
through their sum-
mer heat, we have 
been suffering an 
arctic blast! 

 

Pastor Dougôs power went out in Tucuman and he stayed 
cool by putting his feet in a kiddie pool while he worked! 

 

ZOE Empowers Opportunity 
 
Hello All!  We have an opportunity to virtually get to know our ZOE kids! 
 
We have been invited to join in an opportunity that will:  
 

¶* inspire our church to be more outwardly focused 

¶* help us to feel a greater sense of unity with our District and Conference  

¶* show the impact of our generosity in an amazing way  
 

Best of all, this opportunity is absolutely free, can be done from anywhere, and will take only an hour of 
your time. 
 

What is this amazing thing?   
It is a Virtual Mission Trip to visit our Zoe Empowers group in Rwanda.    
Our District has been sponsoring this group for almost three years now and the students will graduate the 
program this summer.   This is a great chance to experience firsthand the difference your generosity has 
made.   This virtual mission trip will take place on Zoom on Wednesday, February 5, at 9:00am.    

 

The link is below.  You are welcome to share the 
link.  You may even want to gather with some other folks 
for a "watch party!" 
 

Topic: Gulf Central District Zoe Empowers  
virtual trip to Rwanda 

 

Time: Feb 5, 2025 09:00 AM  
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87256236394 

Next Mission... 
Has the Holy Spirit been whispering to you about going to Mendoza?  Do you want to meet Vilma, and 
Willie, Pastor Pablo and Director Meg and help continue the growing relationship between our church-
es and schools? Pastor Missy is discerning the parameters of her next trip.   
Depending on the cost of flights, the visit is $2000-$2500.  Each person is responsible for the cost of 
their trip, but much can be offset by creating and helping with church and community fundraisers.  If 
you are interested in knowing more, please talk to her by Sunday Feb 16.  Depending on the sched-
ules of those interested, we will look at a Summer or Fall Mission. 
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ACROSS THE COURTYARD 
by Nadine Waters Robbins, Church Historian 

  
Recently, many of 
us have watched, 
cried, donated, or 
prayed about the 
victims of the de-
structive fires in  
California. In addi-
tion, some of us 
are still dealing 

with the aftereffects of last yearôs hur-
ricanes. 
 

  Part of a prayer in the United Meth-
odist Book of Worship reads; ñLord 
Jesus, from your birth you are Master 
Martyr. We thank you for the love you 
have poured into our hearts, even 
when we do not comprehend the dark 
side of your blessing.  We are grateful 
that when the world's darkness 
comes, you make victims your dear-
est prize. Now hear us as we lift dark 
circumstances into your holy and per-
fecting light for all victims of natural 
disasters. Lord in your mercy hear our 
prayers.ò  
 

  Some twenty years ago, on the other 
side of the globe, a tsunami caused 
one of the worst natural disasters in 
recorded history. Killing over 220,000 
people across 14 Countries.  
One of the facets of United Methodist 
belief is that we are to look after our 
brothers and sisters in need wherever 
anyone is hurting. Through sermons, 
prayers, and special  offerings, United 
Methodists joined forces with other 
faiths to help. Nationwide, United 
Methodists raised over 1.5 million. Lo-

cal churches were urged to join in this 
relief effort. 
 

  In response to this call Bonnie Allen, 
Bartow FUMC choir director organized a 
ñConcert of Hopeò. Bonnieôs Intergener-
ational Choir and local vocalists and in-
strumentalists presented a ñHope-
Themedò program of inspirational music 
with donations to go through channels 
to tsunami victims.  
 

  Some of the 2005 Choir members who 
are still active in our church today in-
cluded Jenny and David Brooks, Betty 
Fitzgerald, Judy Gay, Elsa Huff, Valerie 
(Lee) Charbonneau, Faye Sarvis, Mar-
sha and Gene Whitney, Heath Petersen, 
Ken Allen, Richard Lake, Beverly Ether-
edge, and yours truly, Nadine Robbins. 
 

  Other contributors with ties to our 
FUMC family included Bill Wright, Mari-
on Harrison, and her daughter Stepha-
nie, Carol Keene, Jennifer Boeger, 
Wendall Waters, the Wyant family, and 
Morgan Pickard. 
 

  Selections such as ñPress Onò ñPeople 
Need the Lordò, It Is Well With My 
Sourò, ñClimb Every Mountainò, Keep 
Onô, ñHis Eye is on the Sparrowò, You 
Raise Me Upò, ñYouôll Never Walk Alone: 
and ñThe Prayerò provided musical mes-
sages of faith and hope.  
 

  God is not the one to blame when 
good people die as a result of disas-
tersðbut when they doðGod will be 
faithful. God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear, though the 
earth give way and the mountains fall 
into the heart of the Sea. Psalm 46:1-2. 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us06web.zoom.us/j/87256236394__;!!LrwPMg!9HLIvJOFqNPG1DOvFE6cnsoyY12a6NcE_MMz2feYES5HJkV3ewml5BRFs0I8--teTf3NlhKiWS_C93yu15cHgQ$
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  in Jerusalem, our own church, and beyond through study, prayer, & service.  

 

Adult  
Sunday 
School  
9 am 

in the Education Building Library  

ƍĊ÷eü҈ŉӧEÅEçeӧŉŘŦVƘ 
 

ÅұӧӬ̬ʎӧ©͊ҍұӬӧ÷ϹϕɣƬᴍӧϹˠӧʎƬȥ̬ӧξϹϕӬ̬ 
Ř̬͊ұӧξϹϕӬ̬ӧ͊ұѣѣѣ 

©ʎǺҍ֘ƬҍᴍӧӚӧƬӬӧииɑԁᴯӧƬξ 
ƬӬ 

ʲӏᴯӧç͊ΖƬӧŉӬҍʎʎӬӧ͊ϕӧEƬҍӬϹר 

We welcome 
newcomers! 

 

Bring a salad 
or sandwich! 

 

We will have  
a soup to 
share! 

Wednesday 

Night  

Dinner  
 

 New Year,  

New Wednesday 

Night Dinner Fun !  
 

Feb 5: Covered Dish & Chicken $2 

Feb 12 : Pizza & Salad $5 

Feb 19: Covered Dish & Chicken $2 

Feb 26: Pot Roast  & Potato & Carrots $5 

 

Tuesday Breakfast 
& Devotions  

at Broadway Diner 

8:30 am 
 

Questions?  
Call Walt  

at 215-237-7985  

 

Wednesday 
Night  

Bible Study  
6:45 pm  

 

We connect Jesusô life 
and ministry  
to our lives and  
ministries! 

 

 See you then!  

 
While our Youth 
often share silly 
moments as they 
help, learn, and 
serve, they have 
a serious side. 
 

Our Youth were 
honored to help 
set up for Mrs 
Joanôs Service 
and took the    
responsibility 
very seriously. 

Grief Support 
 
 

Join us Wednesdays at 4 pm  
in the Education Building Church Library 

starting Feb 5 
 

We will be using the book 
ñUnderstanding Your Griefò  
as a  starting point for  
our discussions.   

If you are interested in participating or would like a book to 
read on your own, you can sign up in the Sanctuary, con-
tact Faye at 863-537-0312 or the church at 533-0904 or 
firstumcbartow@aol.com   Thank you!   
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Community Building Opportunities: Witnessing to Christ in Judea and Samaria 

Year of Thanks: 12 months of Gratitude & Love Shared! 
 

Every month we thank a different community group with  
a little gift, baked good, and thank you note! 

February is Firefighters! 
We will be thanking our communityôs 25 firefighters, who are led by our very 

own Janieôs son, Jay!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BIG RED BUS will  

Be in the area again  

in march!  
 

Watch for announcements  

and sign ups!  

 

      The SUPER BOWL is Feb 9! 
     OUR SOUPER Bowl starts NOW! 

       

        Team A on the left side     
                 of the Church! 
        Team B on the right side  

of the Church! 
 

Please bring your canned goods, soup and 
nonperishable items and put 
in the applicable Buckets!  

 

All donations will be to 
The Bartow Community 

 Center.  

ófor I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and 
you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 
I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited 

Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.õ  
-Matthew 25: 35-36   

 

Our very own First Methodist School is work-
ing to raise $20K for books, supplies, play-
ground equipment and technology.  
 

Our FMS students will be walking the 
Sanctuary block for TWO hours on Valen-
tineôs Day, Friday, February 14 for pledges 
to help reach that goal! 
 

There are various ways to support FMS. Both Business Sponsor and Individual 
Pledge forms are in the back of the Sanctuary and outside the church office.  
Sponsorships are due by Jan 28th to be included on the T-shirt.  Pledges are 
can be paid through Fri, Feb 14!   Pick up your form soon!  THANK YOU! 
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Looking for  

Offering Envelopes? 

 
We are using  
leftover, 

 unused offering  
envelopes that we 
have not used in  
former years.   

 

Because of this  
AND  

because it makes 
less work for our 
wonderful  
counters,  

please make sure 
that your: 
 name,  
amounts,  
And 

 what you are  
giving toward  
are clearly marked  
on the outside of 
your envelope.  

 
Thank you! 

Want to give online?  
 

Itôs easy and free!  
Talk to your bank 
about how to 

ZELLE  
your tithe, offerings, and 
other gifts directly from 
your bank account to the 
churchôs bank account. 

 

Use the email address 
firstumcbartow@aol.com 

to give! 
 

THANK YOU! 

SHARING OUR BLESSINGS 

Connectional Giving  
Helps fund ministries like... 

Clergy Support Fund 
The Clergy Support Fund provides funding for the expenses borne by the  
Florida Conference to sustain, support, hold accountable, and nurture our  
clergy.  Our system of appointed clergy is an essential part of our connec-
tional United Methodist Church.   - Dorothy Tucker 

 
Clergy Excellence is the Ministry Department that supports our clergy.  
 

The MISSION of CLERGY EXCELLENCE is to equip leaders to make 
disciples of Jesus for the transformation of communities across Florida 
and beyond. 
 

The Office of Clergy Excellence strives to connect future and current 
leaders in the Florida Conference with resources that will help them suc-
ceed in fulfilling our mission. Our 4-fold focus is organized around 
the: Call, Discernment, Support, and Transformation of Courageous Cler-
gy Leaders of the Florida Annual Conference of The United Methodist 

Church. 
 

Pictured below are some of the major areas in which we support our  
current and future Clergy: 

The process from experiencing a call 
to ministry of some sort to becoming a 
pastor is called candidacy.  Some-
times during the exploration of call, a 
person discovers that God is calling 
them to something other than what is 
sometimes considered to be the 
ñtypicalò ordained Elder.  Perhaps it is 
to be a Deacon, Local Pastor, in a 
different ministry setting, or even to be 
a part of another denomination.  The 
candidacy process is not easy, but it is 
important to help each person to dis-
cern and answer the call God has 
placed on them in the best way for 
themselves and the body of Christ. 

Nothing is as use-
ful to discerning as 
doing! Our church 
has had a summer 
intern and is con-
templating having 
one again!   

We support our 
future and current 
clergy with grants, 
scholarships, clas-
ses, and confer-
ences.  Education is 
a hallmark of being 
a United Methodist! 

To help our clergy 
remain spiritually 
healthy for the long 
haul, we provide 
several ways to 
stay connected 
with God. 
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Ways we are the body of Christ  as Jerusalem and Judea with Children and Youth! 

Children 

YOUTH 
 

Our Youth love 
to help out!*   

 
 
 
 

*Especially if 
they get to play 
a little bit  
afterwards 

Our Children learn and grow in a variety of ways!  Not just with Childrenôs Moments, but 
our Childrenôs Church is filled with singing, crafts, puppets, and stories! 
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Decemberôs Lunch Bunch at Ruby Tuesdayôs.  
Good food and better conversation. .  

Do you like Crafting?  
 

We are planning to start a crafting group in the new year!  
We even have someone to lead the group! 

 

No special skills required! 
If you are interested in being a part of a crafting group, 

Sign up in the back of the Sanctuary!  

Golden 
Girls 

Valentines Bingo 
At Elsa Huffs home. 
Tentatively in February  

 

* Please watch the Bulletin for any time 
or information changes. 

Rodeo  

March 1st 

Small World Tours 

RSVP by February 15  

Dori Huntoon   

to 989-860-2045 

$129.00 per person 

  Motor Coach will depart at 

3:30 pm. 

 Return at 10:30 pm. 
 

 

Lunch Bunch                                           
February 2  

 

Meet us there 
right after  
worship.  

 
RSVP to the Church Office 533-0904 

or firstumcbartow@aol.com 

By  
Wed, 
Jan 29 
by  
12:00 
pm 

Page 9

Seeing the world through the eyes of  Ms. Andersonôs 2nd Grade class!  
They made dioramas and gave presentations about habitats around the world! 

         We will have our  
        Walk-a-thon on  

          Valentineôs Day! 
 

     Pledges due by Feb 14 at the latest! 
 

      SEE page 11 for more details! 

The children will be  
celebrating their 100 

day of school either by 
wearing a shirt with 100 
items on it or being 100 
years old. Be watching 

for the photos next 
month.  

Birthday 
and  cookie  
Decorating 
these tots 
sure had 
fun. 

These cuties are 
twining. They 
are the stars of 
the school also.  

Photo Bombing fun.  


