
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  
plans to give you hope and a future          -Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Sometimes I just scroll through my pictures and am in wonder at all the beautiful ways this church serves 
and cares for each other, the community, and beyond.  May the memories on this page and the next     
remind you of all the past year has brought and excite you 
for what God is calling us into in the year to come! 
 

with Love in 
Christ, 
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Choir Cantata 

 
EXCEEDING 
Our Bucket 

Goal! 

Children’s Moments 

Teacher Appreciation Lunch Pastor Charles’ visit 

Youth Caroling to Pat H 

Youth helping with VBS 
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Bingo at Beef’s 

Helping with Hurricane Relief 

Youth helping 
create craft 

room 

Breakfast & 
Devotions 

Sunday School 

Community Easter Sunrise  Service  

...and Passing the 
Peace 

What star is God calling 
you to reach for? 

Wearing 
RED  

when we 
celebrate  
Pentecost 

Souper Bowl Sunday! 

Clarice & Dori’s India Rotary presentation 

MORE 
MEMORIES 

Tenebrae Service 
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Starting and REstarting Strong in 2026! 
 

Sun, Dec 28, 10:30 am: Worship through Word & Carols! 
Didn’t get to sing your favorite Christmas hymn or just wanted to sing it one more time?   

Join us as we celebrate Christmastide! 
 

Epiphany Sunday, Jan 4, 10:30 am:   
Worship with Wesleyan Covenant Prayer, & Communion 

Join us as we begin 2026 by re-covenanting ourselves to God with prayer and communion!   
 

Wesleyan Covenant Prayer for a New Year 

I am no longer my own, but thine.  

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.  

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.   

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,  

exalted for thee or brought low for thee.   

Let me be full, let me be empty.  Let me have all things, let me have nothing.  

I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.   

And now, O glorious and blessed God,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine.  

So be it.  And the covenant which I have made on earth,  

Let it be ratified in heaven.  Amen. 
 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday, Jan 11, 10:30 am:   
Worship with Reaffirming of our Baptismal Vows  

with Bishop Tom Berlin Preaching (Join us!  He’s really good!) 
 

Sat, Jan 10, 10 am-12 pm: UM Young Adults Brunch 
Shepherds Community UMC—Chapel Campus, 3825 Clubhouse Rd, Lakeland, 33812 

 

Wed, Jan 14, 6 pm:  First WND of 2026  
Covered Dish & Chicken $2 

 

Thurs, Jan 22, 3-5 pm: Youth Group starts back 
 

Sun, Feb 8: Children’s Sunday 
 

Sun, March 1: Homeland 

10:30 am: Worship at the Church 

12 pm: Covered Dish Lunch at the Pavilion 
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CHOIR NOTES   by Sylvia Spencer, Choir Director 

“Choir Notes” 
 

 

I am writing my sincere gratitude for your outstanding  
efforts this year!! 
 

Your hard work has been the cornerstone of our success. 
As we enter 2026, let's move forward confidently, knowing 
our collective strength will bring beautiful music! 
 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity  to be your music director.  I look 
forward to every moment of creating a musical experience together.  
Wishing everyone a joyful and safe holiday season, and a happy new year filled 
with music and love!! 
 

Because of Him   ...Sylvia 

We have a date for 
 

Homeland  
Heritage Park 

 

Join us on  
 

March 1, at 10:30 am  
 

for Worship at the Church 
with a Covered Dish Lunch to 

follow in the Pavilion! 
 

249 Church Ave. 
Homeland, FL 33847 

Want to give online?   
It’s easy and free!  

 

Talk to your bank 
about how to  

ZELLE  your tithe, 

offerings, and other gifts 
directly from your  
bank account to the 

church’s bank account. 
Use the email address 

firstumcbartow@aol.com 
to give! 

 

THANK YOU! 

March to the Manger has passed, but we know things happen... 
 

If you meant to make a donation and missed the deadline, its ok!   
You can still make an extra gift to help us START STRONG in 2026! 

 

Just make sure you write March to the Manger on the envelope or memo line! 
 

THANK YOU!   
Your donation shows us that the church family supports growing our  

children, youth, & family ministries 

FINANCE  
MEETING 

 

Thur, Jan 29 
5:30 pm 

 

In the Library 

COUNCIL  
MEETING 

 

Mon, Jan 26 
 5:30 pm 

 

In the Library 
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  i n  Jerus al em,  ou r  own c hur c h,  and  bey ond  t hr ough s tudy,  pr ayer,  &  s er v ice.   

Adult  
Sunday School 

 

9 am in the 
 Annex Sunday School Room 

 

Grief Support 
 

 

New group starting in  
FEBRUARY!  

 

There will be a Meet & Greet 
Wed, Feb 25 at 4pm 

in the Annex Sunday School Room 
 

The new session, using the book  
Understanding Your Grief, will begin on  

March 4th and will continue through  
May 13th. The sessions will be held in the  

Annex Sunday School Room. 
 

If you are interested in participating when 
our next group begins, or you would like a 
book to read on your own, you can sign up 

in the Sanctuary. 
 

Contact Faye at 863-537-0312 or the 
Church at 862-533-0904 or 
firstumcbartow@aol.com 

Tuesday  
Breakfast &  
Devotions  

 

At Broadway Diner 

8:30 am 
 

Questions? Call Walt at 215-237-7985 

Wednesday Night Dinner  

 

6pm in the Fellowship Hall 
 

 

Jan 14: Covered Dish & Chicken $2  
 

Jan 21: Lo mien, fried rice, & General Tso 
 Chicken $5 
 

Jan 28: Chili/Hearty Soup & Dessert Potluck  
 

If you don’t bring anything $2 to help with paper goods 
 

THANK 
YOU! 

 

January 5, 11:30 am  
 

870 Lila Street in Bartow 
 

Questions? Contact Jenny at 863-203-6129 
or the Church Office at 862-533-0904 

 

We welcome new members!  

Bring a salad or sandwich!  
We will have a soup to share! 

Women’s Bible Study  

Nurture & Care at FUMC Bartow 
 

Our Congregational Care Committee and  
Visitation Team help us minister to those in 
our church and community through calls, 

notes, gifts, visits, and more! 

Weekly Bible Study  
 

Watch for updates!  
The next session will  

begin in mid January. 



Fellowship Events 
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NEXT   Lunch Bunch at   
 

Ruby Tuesday 
 

January 11 at 12 pm 

 

RSVP by Wed, Jan 7, 12pm 

 

Silver Saints  

Christmas Party 
Golden Girls Christmas Party 

WND  
Christmas  

Extravaganza 

We had a fun crowd 
for our last  

Wednesday Night 
Dinner of the Year.   

 
Our Talent was  

Excellent! 

Pictures from our December  
Lunch Bunch at Broadway Diner! 
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Way s we a re  t he body o f  Chris t  as  J e ru salem  and Jude a with  C hi ldr en 

Children  

We have had a 
BUSY December! 
 
 
Mason helped out with 
many of the Worship  
Services... 

Youth Thursdays 3-5 pm 

Then it 
was time 

to do 
some  
Angel  

and  
Chrismon 

Tree  
decorating 

 ... 

December started 
with filling our 
own Senior gift 
bags and then 
helping Miss  
Barbara carry 
everyone’s gift 
bags to her car! 

Christmas Party at the Huff’s! 

knowledge competition, 
We ended the year with a Nativity  

...And  
slipcover 
the choir 
chairs.  
That was 
hard work! 

 

We ate, played Bible  
Bingo, & sang Christmas 

Carols to Mr. Pat! 

A huge THANK YOU 
to Mrs. Elsa for  

inviting us & throwing 
a great party! 

making gingerbread 
houses, and sharing 

joys and thank you’s! 

...including sharing that he 
is going to be a big brother! 
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Watch for more exciting ministry opportunities created with Asbury and Mulberry UMC 

We ended the year at FMS with lots of hard work and 
some good fun!   
 

Santa visited, 
we had a snow 
day, an elf got 
loose...  
 

All kinds of  
silliness        
ensued, AND 
we still learned 

a lot, 
AND EVEN 
had time to 
make  
Christmas 
cards in 
Spanish for 
our friends in  
Argentina! 

United Methodist Young Adults (Post HS—35)  
 

Bible and Brunch 
January 10, 10am-12pm 

 

Shepherds Community UMC ~ 3825 Clubhouse Rd., Lakeland, 33812 

Our UM Connection is an amazing thing! 
We help people in our communities, country, and around the world  

AND we have opportunities to be in ministry together close to home also! 

OUR CONNECTION IN BAR TOW & BEYOND  
We met our apportionment responsibilities in 2025 before the end of the year!   

 

What that means is that we helped women and girls get an education when they 
wouldn’t.  We fed hungry people all around the world.  We helped ministers  and    
doctors be trained, as well as engineers and educators.  We worked with others in  

prisons and jails.  We provided relief in Ukraine, disaster areas, and where hope had 
seemed lost.  With other UMs around the world, we helped provide grants for new 

ministries and shared the Good News of Christ in Bartow and BEYOND! 

T H ERE ARE SO M ANY WAY S WE WIT NESS T O CH RIST  EM POWERD B Y T H E H OLY SPIRIT ! 

 



P

Our Middle Schoolers helped create a 
special Christmas Chapel for the rest 
of the school. We had Gabriel, Mary, 
Joseph, Jesus- the Lamb of God, a 

O

We ended the 
year with our 

Christmas 
Program  

following our 
last full day of 

school until 
2026! 
Merry  

Christmas! 

Birthdays were celebrated! 

Even in the last week of school for 
2025, the 8th graders in science were 
learning about the chemical reactions 
that could create fake snow! 

Stockings were hung by the  
whiteboards with care, in the hopes 
that the Grinch with a big heart soon 

would be there! 

donkey, 
sheep, 
halos, 
camel, 
angels, 
carols,  

innkeeper, 
jingle-bells, 
shepherds, 
wise-
people,    

lots of singers, and 
glowsticks for  
everyone! 



Page 10 R EAC HING OUT. . .  To  m in is t er  w it h  f r ie n ds we kn ow  

Way s we a re  t he body  o f  Chris t  in  th e wo rld  thr ou gh  M ission O utreach E vangel ism!  

Classifieds 

Will Alderman,  
our very own AV Person,  

has a Photography  
business! 

 

Capture the beauty in  
everyday life. 

 

 Whether it’s your pet’s personality, a quiet  
family moment, or a creative portrait just because 

— your memories deserve to be seen. 
 

I specialize in finding the perfect composition 
to make your photos pop — and I can even enhance 

or restore old or damaged images. 
 

I also offer custom menus, signage, and graphic 
design for your home, events, or 

 business. 
 
 

(904) 263-2296  Willderman@gmail.com  
 

Let’s create something meaningful. 

You may have noticed 
the lovely new short 
sidewalk between the 

Frost law office 
parking lot and the 
sidewalk in front of 

the Sanctuary. 
 

That work 
was  

carried 
out by 
Jordan  

Reynolds: 
 

A great guy and 
Certified Handyman!  

 

(872) 344-7585 
 

jlrcustomworks 
@gmail.com 

C OM MUNIT Y EV ENT S  

Jan 17 & 18:  

48th Central Florda  
Highland Games 

Must purchase tickets for 
these events 

Central Winds Park—
1000 Central Winds Dr, 
Winter Springs, 32708 

 

Feb 1, 2:30 pm:  

Lakeland Concert 
Band Concert 

 4450 Harden Boulevard,  
Lakeland, 33813 

Feb 10, 7 pm:  

Heartland Pops  
Valentine’s Concert 
2740 Lakeview Dr,  

Sebring, 33870 
 

Feb 17, 7 pm:  

Heartland Pops  
Valentine’s Concert 

218 E Belleview St, Lake 
Placid, 33852 

Some of our friends have  
exciting events coming up! 

mailto:Willderman@gmail.com
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Thank You to everyone for their hard 
work this month, decorating, calling, 

comforting, visiting, donating, gifting, 
and going the extra mile in so many big 
and small ways. What you have done is 

important and seen.  In Christ, -M 

Thank you to the Church 

Family for your generosity 
with the Staff Love Offering!  

- From the Church Staff 

Thank You  to the Church for 
your kindness during this time.   

- from the Waters Family 

Thank You to Betty F, Cynthia L,  
Dorothy T, & Pat B for volunteering in 
the office while I am in NM! - Aidan 

Have a “Thank you” Grace Note you want to share? Email the church office at firstumcbartow@aol.com  

Thank You  
to Barbara, Betty, David, 
Jenny, Dorothy, Pat B, & 

others for decorating, set up, 
and clean up for the meal  
after Beverly’s Service. 

Thank You to the 
Church for your 
love & prayers  

regarding  
Maddie. —from 

the Smith Family 

Thank you  to the Church  
Family for their love and  
support during this time. 

—from the  
Etheredge Family 

Thank you  
to Barbara, Pat B,  

David, Jenny, Dorothy, 
Kelly, BJ, Tula, Faye, 

Gwyn, Cynthia, Pastor 
Missy, Ted, and the 
Youth for your help 

decorating the church 
for Advent! 

Advent Decorating:  
 

Yes, there are greens and ladders and candles 
  

...AND 
 

BOWS! 
 

So many 
bows! 
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Witnessing to Christ in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria 

M ISSIONSO UTREACHE VANGELISM :  R EAC HING O UT IN  O U R COM M UNIT Y    

We are Collecting  
gently used jackets,  

sweaters, & blankets! 
There is a basket in 

the Sanctuary to  
collect these items 

and we will take them 
to the Bartow  

Community Center, 
who will share them 
with people in need! 

The King will  
reply, “Truly I tell 

you, whatever 
you did for one of 
the least of these 

brothers and  
sisters of mine, 
you did for me.” 

 

—Matthew 25:40 

DE CE M BE R WAS A BUSY MONT H FO R MO E!  
 

On behalf of the Church, we delivered 
over 30 Senior Citizen's bags of gifts, 

brought in a huge overflowing  
stocking worth of socks and  

undergarments, and a another full of 
hygiene products, and 
we brought over 40 
bags of food to the 
Bartow Community 
Service Center over 

the holidays! 

Thank you for your  
support for Mission this 

year during our  
Luncheons! 

Celebrating our year with saving 
lives through donating blood! 

 

This year we hosted THREE Blood Drives!  
 

You have made it possible for us to make an 
impact on 51 lives! Thank you so much for 

your participation and we hope to see you 

at our next Blood Drive! 
 

Information on our next blood 

drive will be coming soon! 

Thanksgiving  
Luncheon in  
November Cuba Luncheon  

in September 



AND REAC HING FUR T HE R O UT. . .    
Way s we a re  t he body o f  Chris t  t o  t he  ends  of  t he  ear t h !  
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ZOE Empowers 
Graduation Day 

Missy is working on a summer Mission Trip to 

Argentina. It will probably be in late June 
or the first half of July.  If you are interested in 
this, feel free to contact Pastor Missy. She is 

hoping to have dates by mid-January. 

Thank you to everyone that  
donated vitamins for Cuba!  
We collected 94 bottles, which 
contained 13,482 vitamins!  
We have a very giving 
church! - Mary L 

 

July picture of Worship 

Pic from July of the Pastor Alexis and  
Evangelical group 

These children had no food. 
Some survived by working 
essentially as slaves in the 

fields of neighbors, receiving barely enough food to survive as payment for a day’s  
back-breaking work. Others survived by begging on the streets or stealing. Frequently they 
were sick with malaria. Outcasts in their community, they had no hope and no future. That 
was then. This is now. Fast forward three years, through group formations, mentor  
selections, income generating Microgrants, the message of God’s love, and monthly  
trainings on things such as food security, farming, health, and disease prevention, and you  

arrive at an amazing celebration.  
The children from Nyaraguru,  
Rwanda are graduating from ZOE’s  
empowerment program. 683 families  
totaling 1,765 children have  
successfully journeyed from a life of  
pain and poverty to hope and self-reliance. 
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Don’t Forget! The Newsletter is available in a  
variety of ways!  Printed copies are on the table in 

the back of the Sanctuary and in the Church  
Office in the Education Building.   

 

It can be found in digital format in the EMAIL the 
church sends out with it attached each month AND 

the website: firstumcbartow.com.   
 

If you wish to receive a newsletter by mail, 
please contact the church office at 

firstumcbartow@aol.com or 863-533-0904.  
 

Thank you! 

PLEASE NOTE 

Information OR PICTURES for the February  

newsletter should be submitted by Monday,  

January 15th. Thank You for helping us send out the 

Newsletter in a timely manner! 
 

The Newsletter is published monthly by FUMC-Bartow 

455 S Broadway Ave, Bartow, FL 33830. 

Large print bulletins can easily be made! 
Contact the church office 

if you would prefer a  
 

 

LARGE PRINT BULLETIN! 

FIRST  U NIT ED M ETH ODI ST  CHU RCH  OF B ART OW  Please remember these in your prayers, visits,   

and other expressions of Christian love. 

SYMPATHY and MEMORIAL GIFTS 

A memorial gift was given to the Children's 
Home in memory of Beverly Etheredge 

 By Pat Barber 

Serving in the Military:   

Brandon A, Oscar A, Jeremy B, Victor O, Joseph S, 

Bryson T 
 

 

 

Missionaries and Others:   

Sister Church:  Iglesia Metodista de Santa Cruz del 

Sur, Cuba; Missionaries in Angola: Leo & Cleivy 

Garcia, Kutela Katembo, Serguey and Graciela  

Espinosa; Iglesia Evangelica Metodista Argentina: 

UMC Missionary Doug Williams & First IEM Mendoza 

Pastor Alejandro; Our Pastor, Church, & School 

Staff; District Supt. Emily Hotho, & Bishop Tom Berlin 

The Chronically Ill and Homebound 
Alice 
Diane A 
Ken A 
Brian—safety 

Laura & John B 
Amanda B 
Susan B 
Shirley & Jonathon B 
Maggie C—healing 

Lavada C—healing, fell, is 
at home 
Daphne—healing   
Shawn F 

Lyda F—Pat H’s grand-
niece 
Cathy G 
Karel H 
Brandon H 
Melody H 

Pat H—healing 
Jasmine—4 yr old, doing 
well! 

Kristin—BJ’s d-i-l, healing 

John M 

Allye M 
Dorrance M—healing 

Kathy M—healing 

Becky O 

Carolyn P 
Heath P—healing 

Mary Beth P 

Brenda R—Missy’s mom 
Sadie 
BJ S 
Louise T 
Jean & Dick T 
Kathy W  
Greg W 
 

-All leaders to do God’s will 
 

-Everyone affected by sickness, 
hunger around the world,  
repressive governments, gun 
violence, and natural & human 
caused disasters 
 

-Also on our hearts: 
  Our Nation, Cuba, Haiti, Israel, 
Palestine, Sudan, Syria, Ukraine 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on  

toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting  

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but  

encouraging one  another—and all the more  

as you see the day approaching.”  
 

— Hebrews 10:24-25 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

23—Dick & Jean Thompson 
 

Bill & Barbara Hess 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

9—Mary Beth Packard 
 

14—Bette Orwig  

Missy Turbeville 
 

25—Eric Presnell 

Happy Birthday! 

firstumcbartow.com


* in the Sanctuary, on Facebook, and by Monday on YouTube 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
28   
 

9 am:  Adult Sunday 
School 
 

*10:30 am:  Hymn Sing 
Service  

29 
 

 

30 
 

8:30 am: Breakfast & 
Devo, Broadway Diner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Happy New Year! 
 

Church Office 
CLOSED 

 

 
 

 
 
 

2 
 

 
 

3  
 

 

4  Epiphany Sunday 
 

9 am:  Adult Sunday 
School 
 

*10:30 am:  Worship & 
Communion 
 
 

 
 

5 
 
 
 

11:30 am: Women’s 
Bible Study (see pg. 
4) 
 

6 
 

8:30 am: Breakfast & 
Devo, Broadway Diner 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30 pm:  Choir   
 
 
 
 

7 
 

First Day Back! 
FMS, Preschool, & 
Day Care 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

8 
 

 
 
 
 

9 
 

 
 
 
 
 

10 
 

 
 
12 pm: UM Young 
Adults Brunch (see 
pg. 8) 

11 Baptism of the Lord 
Sunday 
 

9 am:  Adult Sunday 
School 
 

*10:30 am:  Bishop 
Berlin Preaching  
Reaffirmation of  
Baptismal Vows  
 
12 pm: Lunch Bunch 
(see pg. 6) 

12 
 

Chapels 
 

13 
 

8:30 am: Breakfast & 
Devo, Broadway Diner 
 
 
 

5:30 pm:  Choir   

14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm:  WND 
 

 

15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 

 
 
11:30 am: FMS Early 
Release 

17 

18  
 

 

9 am:  Adult Sunday 
School 
 

*10:30 am:  Worship 
 
 

19 
 

Chapels 

20 
 

8:30 am: Breakfast & 
Devo, Broadway Diner 
 
 
 
5:30 pm:  Choir   

21 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm:  WND 

22 
 

 
 
 
3-5 pm: Youth  

23 
 

 
 

24 
 

6 pm—9 pm:  
Bartow Country New 
Year (see pg. 10) 
 
 

25 
 

9 am:  Adult Sunday 
School 
 

*10:30 am:  Worship  
 
 

26 
 

Chapels 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm: Church 
Council Meeting 
(see pg. 4) 

27 
 

8:30 am: Breakfast & 
Devo, Broadway Diner 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm:  Choir   

28 
 

 
 
 

 

29  

 
 
 
 
 
3-5 pm: Youth 
 
5:30 pm: Finance 
Meeting (see pg. 4) 

30 
 

 

31 

JANUARY 2026 

FMS & Holiday Day Care CLOSED 

FMS Closed for Holidays—starts back January  7 

FMS & Holiday Day Care OPEN 

FMS CLOSED 



455 S Broadway Ave. 

Bartow, FL 33830 

 

JANUARY, 2026 

Phone: 863-533-0904 

E-mail: firstumcbartow@aol.com 

https://www.facebook.com/fumcbartow 

YouTube: First Methodist Bartow 

Instagram: fumcbartow 

F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  
B A R T O W ,  F L O R I D A  

IMPORTANT DATES IN THE FUTURE:  

 

SUN , FEB 8, 10:30 AM: CHILDREN’S SUNDAY  
 

WED, FEB 18, 5 :30 PM: ASH WEDNESDAY SERV ICE  
 

SUN , MAR 1, 10:30 AM: WORSHIP AT HOMELAND HERITAGE 

 PARK WITH COVERED DISH LUNCH TO FOLLOW 

Witnessing to Christ empowered by the Spirit in Bartow & beyond 

www.firstumcbartow.com 

BE IN PRAYER FOR… 
 

Those l i v ing in con f l i c t  

Joy fu l ly fo l lowing the Ho ly Spi r i t ’s lead  

Did you know we have Facebook and YouTube pages as well as an Instagram feed?  
Share with your friends as you “Follow” us and watch services at First United Methodist Church Bartow, Fl on 

Facebook and First Methodist Bartow on YouTube, and follow us on Instagram at firstumcbartow. 

Missy Turbeville . .  . . . . . . . . ..Pastor 
Aidan Reed . . . . . . . . ....... . . . Administrative Assistant 

Sylvia Spencer . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pianist/Accompanist & 
     Choir Director  

Will Alderman . . . . . . . . . . . . Audio/Visual Technician 
Ernesto Fonseca  . . . . . . . . . . Sanctuary/Annex Custodian 


