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Sunday, Nov 6  9 am Adult and Children’s Sunday school 
   10:30 am ALL SAINTS SUNDAY Worship 
   And Communion … Shoeboxes due 
   12 pm Lunch Bunch at Sonny’s 
 
Sunday, Nov 13 9 am Adult and Children’s Sunday school 
   10:30 am Worship, honoring our Veterans and  
   Blessing the Shoeboxes 
  
Sunday, Nov 20 9 am Adult and Children’s Sunday school 
   10:30 am Worship 
   12 pm Thanksgiving Luncheon 
 
Sun-Sat, Nov. 20-26 Teams decorating Church for Advent 
 
Sunday, Nov 27 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
   9 am Adult and Children’s Sunday school 
   10:30 am Hanging of the Greens Worship 
 
Farther out… 
 
Christmas Eve Service Dec 24 
 
Christmas Day Carol Sing Service on Sunday, December 25 
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, ...let us run with endurance the race 
God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.  

–Hebrews 12: 1-2a   NLT 
 

Last month began with World Communion Sunday as Christians all around the world gathered as they were 
able to answer the invitation of Christ to meet him at his table.  This month we come together to celebrate the 
Saints of the church on the first Sunday of the month as we gather at Christ’s table in anticipation of the heavenly 
banquet that awaits us.  On November 6 we will remember those in our church family who are now eternally with 
God.  We will celebrate the lives and faith of those and others in our lives who have been examples, support, and 
might even be the reason why we are together in the body of Christ today.  We will honor the great cloud of wit-
nesses on whose shoulders we stand in the faith.   

Both Sundays are important in the body of Christ.  The first reminds us that we are part of the holy, catholic 
church, or what is sometimes called the church universal, that is the reality of the body of Christ stretching around 
the world despite our differences and bickering.  The second recalls that we are more than this moment.  We are 
here because of others and the communion of the saints in which we believe is one that stretches backward and 
forward in time as we come to the table that has been set for us before we were ever born. 

These are heady thoughts.  We are part of something so much larger than ourselves that we can feel like noth-
ing we do matters individually.  But we know that is not true.  It is the widow’s mite, the tiny mustard seed, the 
single candle that is a great gift that moves mountains and dispels the darkness.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
our small acts of generosity, faith, and love are as much a part of the sweeping grandeur of the church throughout 
the ages as the actions of Mary Magdalene and the women who announced that Christ had risen, the apostle Paul, 
Julian of Norwich, Martin Luther, John Wesley, Corrie ten Boom, Martin Luther King, Jr, and Mother Teresa. 

Each of us with our individual gifts and graces adds to the whole that is the wonder of the Kingdom and Kin-
dom of God.  We all serve our Savior, Lord, and King who lived, died, and rose for us and it is in and through 
Christ that the barriers of this world come down and we become one family, kin to all as we were created to be.  
We are not all the same and we weren’t created to be.  There would be no need for dif-
ferent Spiritual Gifts if we weren’t all fearfully and wonderfully made unique by our 
God! 

Many of you heard me talk about Vivienne and her family intentionally moving to a 
difficult neighborhood in Mendoza to be persons of peace and examples of Christ in that 
place.  What could one woman really hope to do?  As you might remember, Vivienne 
and her family helped to transform that neighborhood– no! to transform their neighbor-
hood– through the power of the love of Christ. Likewise, it is the faithful work of each of 
us helping with flood buckets, food donations, Christmas shoeboxes, debris cleanup with 
our neighbors, and praying for the needs of people near and far that does so much.  Be-
yond that, our actions and choices that follow after the example of Christ become a wit-
ness to faith for future generations.  

This month, we begin with remembering the gloriously diverse saints who have en-
riched our lives, supported our faith, and been examples to follow, and we end preparing 
our hearts anew for the coming of the Christ child who is our example and Savior with 
the First Sunday of Advent.  In the middle, we will give thanks for all that God has blessed us with as our Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sustainer and discover new and old ways to bless others with our blessings.  What a wonder and 
joy it is to live life together in Christ! 

 

In the Love, Grace, and Peace of Christ,     -Pastor Missy 
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First United Methodist Church of Bartow 

GOOD NEWS 



Choir news November 
2022 
 November is the 
month when we take time 
to really give thanks for 
all the many blessings that 
God has given us. We 
usually celebrate with a 
big turkey dinner and all 

the trimmings. Family and friends gather to share the 
feast and thank God for all His good gifts.  
 However, this November, I would love to 
have a homecoming of all our members that have 
been isolated from our worship and our fellowship. 
We missed everyone so much. I pray that with the 
pandemic over, we can resume our weekly worship 
together, giving thanks for the love we have for each 
other and our Lord. It will be a glorious day when 
this happens. 
 We are happy that the transition from Cyn-
thia Lee to Becky Otten has been so smooth. I didn’t 
think we could survive without Cynthia, but again, 
the Lord provides. We will be honoring Cynthia on 
Nov. 6. She has given so much more than her secre-
tarial skills. We love you, Cynthia, and I, personally 
thank you for your many blessings to me. May God 
bless your travels and your family as you start this 
new chapter in your life. 
 Christmas is coming, and Bartow will cele-
brate Magic on Main Street Nov 18. Our choir mem-
bers will be participating from 7-7:30 on Friday Fest 
night. We will have a half hour to lift our voices. 
Bring your lawn chair and come celebrate with our 
very special town to begin the Christmas season. 
 Our first Sounds and Silences will be on De-
cember 7th. Pat McMahon told me about the Silent 
Singers from Carpenters Home. The Director has lost 
her voice, so she created music with signing. They 
will present a program on the 7th, and Pat will be 
one of the featured soloists. This will take place in 
the sanctuary at 12 noon. Hope to see lots of you 
there. 
 Pastor Missy and I are working on some new 
ideas for this Christmas season. She is full of great 
ideas and the energy to make it happen. Thank you 
Pastor, for all you do for each of us. You are a treas-
ure. 
  Even though I said that November is the 
month we give thanks, we really should give thanks 
every minute of every day. My daughter recently 

told me that Gratitude and Sadness can not exist to-
gether. So if the holidays tend to make you sad, Lift 
up your praise to God for all that He has done, and 
all that we can’t even imagine that He will do. 
 Many blessings and love to all our dear 
friends and church family. 
Bonnie 
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FIRST  UNITED METHODI ST  CHURCH OF BARTOW  

CHOIR NOTES, by Bonnie Allen 

WEEKLY  REMINDERS 

Fellowship Dinners 

Wednesdays at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

If you would like to help with dinner set up or clean-
up, we could use you! Please call Carolyn at 863-
712-8885. 
 

November 2nd:  Covered Dish + fried chicken 
 

November 9th: Soup & Baked Potatoes 
 

November 16th: Covered Dish + fried chicken 
 

November 23rd:   NO Dinner OR Bible Study 
Please enjoy the time with your families & friends! 
 

November 30th: Mystery Meal!  Details to follow! 
 

Spiritual Gifts within the Body of Christ 
Bible Study follows at 6:45pm!  

 

 

   TUESDAYS!  

Take Off Pounds Sensibly 
 

All are welcome, ladies and gentlemen! We meet 
in the fellowship hall on the first and third Tuesday 
of the month at 5:30 pm.  We share a program and 
tips to encourage and support each other to reach 
our goals. 

Monday Morning Prayer Zoom and Call 
Every Monday morning at 9 am, you are invited 

to join us for prayer via zoom  video or voice 
call.  Please call or email the church office for 
the link/phone number!  Even if you can’t join 

us in those ways, please join us in prayer how-
ever you are able each Monday at 9 am 

NOVEMBER 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

             
 

      
 

  
 

1 
 

5:30 pm  
  Choir– Choir Rm 
 

  TOPS Mtg– FH 
 
 

2 
 

6 pm Fellowship Dinner 
Covered Dish + Chicken 
 

6:45 pm Bible Study 

3 
 
 

4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TIME CHANGE 
FALL BACK 
ONE HOUR 
TONIGHT! 

6  Did you Fall 
Back? 
 

All Saints’ Sunday  
 

10:30 am: Worship  
on Facebook or in 
Sanctuary  
Shoe boxes due! 
 

12 pm: Lunch 
Bunch at Sonny’s 
 
 

7 
 

9:30-11 am FMS 
Chapel Services 
11:30 am Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

8 
 

5:30 pm  
  Choir– Choir Rm 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 

6 pm Fellowship Dinner 
   Soup + Baked Potatoes 
 

6:45 pm Bible Study 

10 
 
 

11 
 

Veterans Day– 
Church office 
closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

10:30 am: Worship  
on Facebook or in 
Sanctuary  
Shoe box blessing & 
Honor our Veterans  

14 
 

9:30-11 am FMS 
Chapel Services 

15 
 

5:30 pm  
  Choir– Choir Rm 
 

  TOPS Mtg– FH 
 

 
 

16 
 

6 pm Fellowship Dinner 
Covered Dish + Chicken 

 6:45 pm Bible Study 

17 18 19 
 

20 
 

10:30 am: Worship  
on Facebook or in 
Sanctuary 
 

12pm: Thanksgiving 
Luncheon 
 

21 
 

 

22 
 

5:30 pm  
  Choir– Choir Rm 
 

   

23 
 

6 pm Fellowship Dinner 
 6:45 pm Bible Study 

24 
 

Thanksgiving-
Church office 
Closed 

25 
 

Church office 
closed 

26 
 

27 1st Sunday Advent 
 

10:30 am: Worship 
Hanging of the 
Greens Service 
on Facebook or in 
Sanctuary  
 

28 
 

9:30-11 am FMS 
Chapel Services 

29 30    

FMS out for Thanksgiving Break 



 
1-     Walter Hause   14–  Robert Vaughn 
2-     Kimberly McMillin   17-   Diane Allen 
4-     Becky Pischke  19-   Elizabeth Wright 

        Louise Taylor  20-   Sheran Walker 

6-     Judy Gay   21-   Jennifer Hutto 

        Faye Sarvis          22-   Jeremy Brister 

8-     Bill Simpkins       23-   Barbara Hess 
10-   Simone Gable  25-   Eddie Hartsaw 

12-   Allye Martin  26–  Deborah Brister 

 

 

 

4– Brad & Valerie Charbonneau 

 

 
 

The Sympathy of our church goes to the  

Family and friends of Carol Schreck and Kathy 

Hatch, and those whose loved ones 

have passed on to eternal life . 
 

Memorial gifts were given in memory of 
 

Tina Green  
 

By  
 

Tommy Green  
       

       

       

Not at home:   

Mary Grose (New Horizon, WH) 
 

With medical issues:    

Beverly Albritton, Jerry Barber, David Bergdoll,  Ron 

Burke, Floyd Davis, Charles Colvin, Ed & Dee Dean, 

Olivia Driscoll, Jackie Ewing, Judy Gay, Sam, Max-

ine, Peter, and Jane (friends of Tommy), Karel Ham-

mer,  Brandon Hess,  Pat Huff, Connor Johnson, Keith 

Krueger, Allye Martin, Susan Melson, Steve & Tula 

Richardson, Brenda Roberts (Ps. Missy’s mom), Dick 

& Joyce Sarvis, Lynn Sheetz, Betty Shepherd (Elsa’s 

aunt), BJ Simpson, Louise Taylor, Jean & Dick 

Thompson, Donna Wagner,  Ken Wetherington, 

Kathy Wood, Bill & Joan Wright,  Johnny & Hilda 

Ziefel Family 
 

Please pray also for all the caregivers that serve  

unconditionally for our loved ones and friends. 
 

In military:  Jeremy Brister, Victor Orem, Joseph 

Szlezak 
 

Others needing prayers:   

Pastor & Staff 

District Supt. Emily Hotho,  Bishop Ken Carter   

Pioneer Missions, Indonesia: Christian, Dawn &  

Joshua Williams 

Sister Church:  Iglesia Metodista de Santa Cruz, Cuba 

Missionaries in Angola: Leo & Cleivy Garcia, Kutela 

Katembo, Serguey and Graciela Espinosa. 

Iglesia Evangelica Metodista Argentina 

FUMC-Bartow as we continue to be the hands, feet, 

and heart of Christ in the world. 
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FIRST  UNITED METHODI ST  CHURCH OF BARTOW  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

PLEASE NOTE 

Please remember these in your prayers, visits,  

and other expressions of Christian love. 

SYMPATHY and MEMORIAL GIFTS 

Don’t Forget!   
The Newsletter is available in a variety of ways!  Printed copies are in the Ushers’ Room to the left of the 
Sanctuary entrance (facing the altar) and in the Church Office in the Education Building.  It came be found in 
digital format in the EMAIL the church sends out with it attached each month AND the website: 
firstumcbartow.com.  If you wish to receive a newsletter by mail, please contact the church office at 
firstumcbartow@aol.com or 863-533-0904 

Information for the December newsletter should be submitted by Tuesday, November 15th.  

Thank You for helping us send out the Good News in a timely  manner.  The  Good News is published month-

ly by FUMC-Bartow 455 S Broadway Ave, Bartow, FL 33830. 
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We will meet at 870 Lila St 

on Nov.7, 11:30am for lunch and Bible Study.   

We welcome all who wish to join us. 

Lunch Bunch 
Sun, Nov 6, 12 pm at Sonny’s 

 
Join us monthly for food, fun, and fellowship after church! 

Contact Elsa H 863-632-2133.  Thank you! 

UpComing Special Sundays & Events 

 Sunday, November 6 
 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
While keeping our beloved tradition of carrying in the banner 
with the names of the Saints  in the church family who have 
gone to be fully present with our Savior, we are also going to 
remember that great cloud of witnesses who supported us, 

were examples, and in so many different ways lived out their 
faith and helped to mold and shape ours. 

 

To celebrate these amazing people, we will create a butterfly 
tree!   On November 6 you will be invited to choose a butterfly 
made by our school children, share a name or names of  peo-

ple who helped shape your faith, and clip the butterfly on a 
branch in their honor and memory.  We will have volunteers 

available to help share names and place butterflies if needed. 
 

Who was a witness to a life of faith and an example of the 
love of Christ poured out  in your life?  You are invited to  

remember and rejoice on this very special Sunday. 
 

Sunday, November 13 
Honoring our Veterans and  

Blessing the Shoeboxes in Worship 
 

Friday, November 18, 7 pm 
Magic on Main at Friday Fest 

Our very own Choir and  various soloists will be 
sharing their gifts!  Join us downtown! 

 

November 20  

We are celebrating.. 
THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 

And we are having a CHURCHWIDE, invite-your-friends-
enemies-neighbors-family-and-hungry-strangers  

THANKSGIVING  Luncheon after church! 
 

So bring your favorite dish to share, invite others, join us in 
worship, and gather with us in the Fellowship Hall for a 

Thanksgiving meal that pulls out all the stops! 

Discipleship and Fellowship Events 

Sun-Sat, Nov 20-26  
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS decorating 
 

To decorate for Advent, we are trying something new!   
We are inviting individuals and teams to sign up to deco-
rate during Thanksgiving week.  Love to decorate on the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving like you’ve always done?  You 
still can!  Or decorate at another time that fits your schedule! 

Sign up sheet is in the Sanctuary or you can contact the 
church office! 

  

Sunday November 27  

First Sunday of Advent– Hope 
HANGING OF THE GREENS Service 

 

On Sunday, the 27th we will celebrate the beginning of Ad-
vent with a gorgeous, interactive service of scripture,    music, 
and remembering the Christian meaning behind so many of 

our beautiful decorations.   
Sign up to read or help in the Sanctuary or church office 

 

Sunday, December 4 

The Second Sunday of Advent– Peace 
 

Wednesday, December 7 at 12 noon 
Silent Singers special Advent Worship 

Join us as the Silent Singers from the Carpenter's Home help 
us prepare our hearts, minds, and souls for this blessed sea-

son. While he is not a resident of Carpenter’s Home,  Pat 
MaMahon, who has helped us so much in our ministry here, 
will be one of the featured soloists.  Hope to see you there! 

 

December 11  

The Third Sunday of Advent 
Chrismon & Creche Service  

This Advent we will have another special Service to deepen 
our understanding of this sacred time of year.  In our Chris-
mon & Creche Service we will look at the background and 

meaning behind our Nativity and Chrismons. 



As of this writing whereas 

Hurricane Ian has tempo-

rarily forced me “out of 

my house”, I have appro-

priately entitled this 

month’s ATC “Out of the 

box– Chapter II– the 

FUMC Sanctuary that nev-

er was.” 

“In 1959 the First Methodist Church was occupying 

the northwest quarter of the block bounded by Broad-

way– Parker Street– Central Avenue and Stanford 

Street. On this quarter block, approximately 100 by 

100 feet, stood the sanctuary built in 1905 when the 

congregation was part of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church, South. 

In 1948, now a part of the Methodist Church, First 

Church built Fellowship Hall, a two story basement 

building, with classrooms, assembly rooms, kitchen 

and dining room along the south edge of its property, 

using all available land. The northeast quarter was the 

home of Charles H. Walker family, the south the 

home of the A.A. McLeod family, neither of whom 

wished to sell and move. 

Across the intersection of Broadway and Parker, on 

the block bounded by Broadway, Parker, Carpenter, 

and Summerlin Streets, the church owned the south 

one-third, which held a two story brick home built in 

the 19202s for a parsonage. This had been converted 

into classrooms and christened Tate Hall when the 

new parsonage was built on South Orange Ave across 

from Jordan Park. The north two-thirds of the block 

was held by the Bartow Woman’s Club. On it stood 

the old frame house of General E. A. Law, C.S.A., 

which was the clubhouse. 

When the sanctuary was built, most of the members 

walked to church. Parking problems were unknown.  

By 1959, all the surrounding area had been built up, 

and it was only through the courtesy of commercial 

establishments that enough Sunday parking was 

available. The need for additional land appeared ur-

gent to the leaders of the church. 

Over the years various committees were formed and 

numerous meetings were held to contemplate a future 

course of action. 

In 1963, Mr and Mrs Richard Clark offered as a  gift 

three acres on north Broadway, between McKinney 

Branch and Richland Manor Road, with the option of 

purchasing an additional two acres, should the church 

wish.  The offer was conditioned on the church utiliz-

ing the property for a building site. 

On November 25, 1963, at quarterly conference, the 

church voted to accept this offer. 

The cost of the project he estimated to run approxi-

mately $400,000. Full color sketches of the exteriors, 

floor plans, drives and parking areas were approved 

by the committee for presentation to the congrega-

tion. 

On May 23, 1965, this plan was presented to the con-

gregation, and was turned down by the majority two 

to one. Opposition was based principally on objec-

tions to moving so far from the center of town and 

away from the old location. Many also thought a 

complete new church plant unnecessary. 

And so… some 60 years later parking is still some-

what a problem, however, good Bartow “neighbors” 

have allowed parking for church functions when our 

“own” parking lot, which my dad called “Gallemore 

Beach”?? overflowed. 

(How we acquired this parking lot will be explained 

in “Out of the Box– Chapter III”) 
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ACROSS THE COURTYARD 
by Nadine Waters Robbins, Church Historian 
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REACHING IN….  A ND RE ACHING OUT!    

Ways we support  the body  of  Chr ist  and are  the body  of  Chr ist  in  the world!  

Congregational Care 
 

    Would you like to be a ray of SONshine in 
someone’s life?  Are you looking for a way to share 
the love of God?  Do you enjoy talking on the phone 
OR writing a note OR sending an email or text OR 
visiting with friends?   
 

    Congregational Care has some wonderful oppor-
tunities for YOU!  Talk to or email Pat Barber,  
pabarber14@verizon.net about how YOU can be a 
part of our amazing WE CARE congregational care 
team!   
 

    Jesus calls us salt and light!  Join in this glorious 
way to help add flavor to lives and share that lifegiv-
ing Sonshine that changes everything simply by 
touching base and reaching out! 

DISASTER RECOVERY KITS  (Flood Buckets) 
The church is assembling flood buckets as one of the ways we 
can help our neighbors near and far with the clean-up from 
Ian.  Please bring these items to church on Sunday or drop 
them at the church office from 9 am-2 pm during the week.   
 

You may complete a bucket and bring it,  bring some of the 
components, or take a slip of paper with an item on it on 
Sunday and bring the item in the next week.   
 

Perhaps work with others to create a bucket as a group?   
Thank you! 
 

•One five-gallon round bucket with re-sealable lid (14.35” h x 
12.19” w x 12.19” d)  No screw lids may be used, but must be 
free from all residual product Advertisements on the outside 
acceptable 
•One 32-64 oz. bottle liquid laundry detergent 
•One 16-40 oz. bottle liquid concentrate household cleaner- No 
spray cleaners 
•One 16-34 oz. bottle dish soap 
•One 4-8 oz. pump spray air freshener (liquid, not gel) 
•One 6-14 oz. pump spray insect repellent (pack of 10-20 wipes 
also acceptable) 
•Pump spray bottles must have protective covers 
•One scrub brush With or without handle 
•18 re-useable cleaning wipes- No terrycloth, microfiber or pa-
per towels Remove from packaging 
•Five scouring pads- No stainless-steel pads with soap in them, 
Remove from packaging 
•36-50 clothespins 
•One 50-100 ft. clothesline (cotton or plastic line) 
•24 roll of heavy-duty trash bags (33-45-gallon sizes) 
•Remove from packaging 
•Five N95 particulate respirator dust masks (1-3 mm thickness) 
•No surgical masks 
•Two pairs kitchen gloves—Durable for multiple uses, Remove 
from packaging 
•One pair work gloves- Cotton with leather palm or all leather 

CHRISTMAS CARDS!!! 
A GREAT WAY TO GIVE TOWARD  

THE BUILDING FUND! 
 

Our very own Trish Pfeiffer made some beautiful 
Christmas Cards of stained glass windows. For $25, 
you can purchase a pack of 12 cards. All the pro-
ceeds go to the church building fund.  
*These are limited quantities and are available in 
the church office.  

THE SHOE BOXES ARE HERE! 
 

Shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child are here. They 
can be picked up in the Sanctuary or Church Office, OR 
you can buy a plastic shoebox, fill it and get a label from 
the church or online! 
More information will be shared on Sunday mornings or 
you can google Samaritans purse occ to find out more! 
 

Shoe boxes are Due Sunday, November 6! 

Honoring our Veterans! 
 

If you are a Veteran, or have a Veteran in your life 
that you would like to have remembered by name in 
our Sunday, Nov. 13 Bulletin, please contact the 
church office at 533-0904 or 
firstumcbartow@aol.com and share their name and 
branch of service (if possible). 

The FOOD DRIVE CONTINUES! 
 

     In an effort to have plenty of Holiday food 
for hungry families in our area, we began our    
Holiday Food Drive for Bartow Church Service 
Center back in October.  We will be taking the 
food gathered thus far to the Center in mid   
November, BUT we aren’t done!   
 

     KEEP BRINGING IN FOOD!  AFTER 
THANKSGIVING IS CHRISTMAS and food 
prices are still high.   PEANUT BUTTER is 
always good and those SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
ITEMS (stuffing, canned hams, yams, etc) are 
a wonderful treat for this time of year! 


